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case, it was made apparent from the analysis of the rubber
that it was of very inferior quality, though this, of course,
might not have been within the cognisance of the unfor-
tunate chemist who was mulcted in damages. It has been
urged in another chapter that the cheapening of rubber
goods, owing to competition, is a most reprehensible practice
in the case of medical requirements, where any defection
may be attended with momentous consequences. The
defective bottle in the case mentioned was no doubfc worth
the money paid for it, but, being sold as a hot-water bottle,
it carried an implied though probably not expressed warranty
that it would stand hot water. Not unnaturally, the sequel
to the case mentioned has been the demand by the
retailer of a warranty from the manufacturer, a demand
which is readily complied with where the purchaser is
willing to pay for good quality material and not an article
produced at cut prices. Pure rubber is by no means called
for ; a considerable amount of mineral is admissible, but the
rubber present must be of sound quality. There is nothing
which calls for special notice in the manufacture ; the
cotton cloth faced with rubber on both sides on the spreading
machine is cut into pieces of the necessary shape and jointed
with strong bands of the same material. When the naphtha
of the jointing solution has quite evaporated, the bottles are
put into a tray containing French chalk and vulcanized in
the steam pan. They are also vulcanized sometimes in the
dry heat chamber, but whatever process is adopted, pre-
caution must be taken not to "tender" the fabric, as it is
on this that the power to withstand the pressure of the hot
water depends. An excess of sulphur in order to promote
rapid vulcanisation is no drawback to the finished goods,